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JOHNSOS' TESTIMONY , 

: WASHINGTON, NOV. 23 CAP) -PR DHNS^S TESTIMONY TO THE 


WARREN COMMISSION INVESTIGATING .THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN 
F, KENNEDY, AS GIVEN IN A STATEMENT SUBMITTED JULY 10, FOLLOWS! 


STATEMENT, TO SET FORTH. MY RECOLLECTION OF THE TRAGIC EVENTS OF 
NOVEMBER 22, 1953. I AM CONSCIOUS OF THE LIMITATIONS OF MY NARRATIVE. 

I HAD NO OPPORTUNITY, IN THE DIFFICULT AND CRITICAL DAYS FOLLOWING 
IHE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY, TO RECORD MY IMPRESSIONS. 
RECOLLECTION AT THIS' LATE DATE IS NECESSARILY, INCOMPLETE. 

HOWEVER, I FULLY REALI2E THE GREAT IMPORTANCE OF YOUR TASK, AND I ' 
HAVE ENDEAVORED, AS BEST I CAN, TO SET FORTH THE EVENTS AND MY IMPRES- 
SIONS AS THEY REMAIN IN MY MIND AT THIS TIME, ALTHOUGH I FEAR THAT ' 
THEY WILL BE OF LITTLE SPECIFIC USE TO YOU, I HOPE THAT THEY MAY BE 
CF SOME INTEREST, 

I HOPE THAT YOU AND THE MEMBERS OF YOUR COMMISSION, , AS WELL AS 
THE DEVOTED MEMBERS OF THE STAFF WHO HAVE WORKED SO LONG AND DILIGENTLY 
CN THE UNDERTAKING, WILL ACCEPT MY THANKS AND GOOD WISHES. 

SINCERELY, , ' . 

LYNDON B. JOHNSON. . , , . • 

(STATEMENT OF THE PRESIDENT, LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON, CONCERNING THE 
EVENTS OF NOVEMfeER 22, 1953) . 

FRIDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 22, BEGAN WITH A RECEPTION IN THE LONGHORN 
ROOM OF THE HOTEL TEXAS, FORT' WORTH. PRESIDENT AND MRS, KENNEDY AND, 
ms. JOHNSON AND I RAD SPENT THE NIGHT IN THAT .HOTEL, THEN, PRESIDENT 
KENNEDY AND I WENT TO A PARKING LOT ACROSS FROM THE HOTEL WHERE A 
SPEAKER »S STAND HAD BEEN SET UP AND WE ADDRESSED A CROWD THAT WAS 
GATHERED HERE, WE THEN RETURNED TO THE HOTEL AND HAD BREAKFAST. 



THE WHITE HOUSE,'' 
WASHINGTON, JULY 10, 1964. 


THE HONORABLE EARL WARREN, , 

IHE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
WASHINGTON, .D.e, 
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AFTER THAT, AT ABOUT 10:30 A. M., WE MOTORED TO THE FORT WORTH 
AIRFIELD. MRS. JOHNSON AND I THEN WENT ABOARD AIR FORCE II FOR THE 


TRIP TO DALLAS. , 

WE ARRIVED AT LOVE FIELD IN DALLAS, AS I REMEMBER, JUST SHORTLY 
AFTER 11:50 A. M, . 

AGENTS YOUNGBLOOD AND JOHNS AND TWO OTHER AGENTS: WERE WITH US. 

.WE DISEMBARKED FROM THE PLANE PROMPTLY AFTER IT CAME TO A STOP 
AT LOVE FIELD. WE WERE MET BY A COMMITTEE OF LOCAL OFFICIALS AND 
CITIZENS. AFTER GREETING THEM, MRS . JOHNSON ANDS, TOGETHER WITH THE 
SPECIAL AGENTS WALKED OVER TO THE AREA WHERE PRESIDENT .AND MRS. KENNEDY 
WOULD DISEMBARK. , WE WERE FOLLOWED BY THE RECEPTION .COMMITTEE. 

PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S PLANE ARRIVED ABOUT 5 OR 10 MINUTES AFTER AIR 
FORCE II. THE PRESIDENT AND MRS. KENNEDY DISEMBARKED AND THEY GREETED 
IS AND THE PEOPLE IN THE RECEPTION COMMITTEE. 

THEN THE PRESIDENT AND MRS. KENNEDY WALKED ALONG THE FENCE, SHAKING 
HANDS WITH PEOPLE IN THE CROWD THAT HAD ASSEMBLED. MRS. JOHNSON AND 
I FOLLOWED ALONG THE FENCE, GREETING PEOPLE AND SHAKING HANDS . 

THIS TOOK 5, OR. 10 MINUTES, AS I RECALL. 

MRS. JOHNSON; "SENATOR RALPH YARBOROUGH, AND I TEEN ENTERED THE CAR 
WHICH HAD BEEN PROVIDED FOR US IN THE MOTORCADE. IT WAS A LINCOLN 
CONTINENTAL CONVERTIBLE, I THINK THAT OOR CAR WAS THE FOURTH IN THE 
M!)TORCADE, WE WERE THE'SECOND CAR BEHIND THE PRESIDENT’S AUTOMOBILE. 

THE DRIVER OF THE CAR IN WHICH MRS. JOHNSON AND I' WERE RIDING WAS ' 
HURCHEL JACKS, WHO IS A MEMBER , OF THE TEXAS STATE HIGHWAY PATROL. 

AGENT YOUNGBLOOD WAS SITTING NEXT TO HIM IN THE FRONT SEAT. 
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I WAS sitting BEHIND AGENT YOUNGBLOOD} MRS. JOHNSON WAS NEXT TO MEj 
AND SENATOR YARBOROUGH WAS ON THE LEFT OF' THE REAR SEAT— THAT IS, 

JUST BEHIND THE DRIVER. , ... 

AT FIRST, AS WE LEFT LOVE FIELD AND PROCEEDED THROUGH THE LESS- 
P3PULATED AREAS, THE CROWDS WERE THIN. ..I RECALL, HOWEVER, THAT MRS. 
JOHNSON AND I AND SENATOR YARBOROUGH COMMENTED UPON THE GOOD SPIRIT ’AND 
CBVIOUS GOOD wishes OF THE CROWD, AS WE DROVE CLOSER TO TOWN, THE 
CROWDS. BECAME QUITE LARGE. 

WE MADE SEVERAL STOPS AS A RESULT OF STOPS BY THE AUTOMOBILES AHEAD 
CF US. I DID NOT GET OUT OF THE CAR, BUT ON OCCASION A FEW PEOPLE 
SIOKE FROM THE CROWD AND RAN OVER, AND I SHOOK HANDS WITH SEVERAL 
PEOPLE ON THESE OCCASIONS, 

THE MOTORCADE PROCEEDED DOWN MAIN STREET AND THEN TURNED RIGHT ON, 
HOUSTON. IT THEN TURNED INTO ELM, WHICH IS A BLOCK, I .BELIEVE, BEYOND 
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IN THE HOSPITAL ROOM TO WHICH MRS. JOHNSON AND I WERE TAKEN, THE 
SHADES WERE DRAWN— I THINK BT AGENT YOUNGBLOOD. IN ADDITION TO 
HIM, 11^0 OR THREE OTHER AGENTS WERE THERE. 

, AS I REMEMBER, WE GOT OUR FIRST SPECIFIC REPORT FROM EMORY ROBERTS, 
CNE OF THE AGENTS FROM THE WHITE HOUSE DETAIL. HE TOLD US THAT PRESI- 
DENT KENNEDY HAD BEEN VERY BADLY INJURED AND THAT HIS CONDITION WAS ' 
QUITE POOR, HE SAID THAT HE THOUGHT WE SHOULD MAKE PLANS TO GET BACK 
ID WASHINGTON IMMEDIATELY. 

I ASKED ABOUT GOVERNOR CONNALLY AND WAS TOLD THAT HE, TOO, HAD BEEN 
SHOT, BUT THAT HIS WOUND WAS NOT SERIOUS. I WAS TOLD THAT MRS. 

KENNEDY AND MRS. CONNALLY WERE UNINJURED 'AND THAT NO ONE ELSE HAD 
BEEN HURT. . . 

MRS. JOHNSON AND I ASKED IF WE COULD SEE MRS. KENNEDY AND MRS. 
CONNALLY. AGENT YOUNGBLOOD TOLD ME THAT I COULD NOT LEAVE THE ROOM, 

AND I FOLLOWED HIS DIRECTION. 

MRS, JOHNSON WAS ALLOWED TO LEAVE FOR THIS PURPOSE. 

AT SOME TIME DURING THESE EVENTS, KENNETH O'DONNELL, CONGRESSMAN 
JACK BROOKS, CONGRESSMAN HOMER THORNBERRY, AND ‘CLIFF CARTER CAME INTO 
THE ROOM. 

IT WAS KEN O'DONNELL WHO, AT ABOUT 182.0 P.M., TOLD US THAT, THE 
PRESIDENT HAD DIED. I THINK HIS PRECIST WORDS WERE, "HE'S GONE." 
O'DONNELL SAID THAT WE SHOULD RETURN TO WASHINGTON AND THAT WE SHOULD 
TAKE THE PRESIDENT'S PLANE FOR THIS PURPOSE, 

I FOUND IT HARD TO BELIEVE THAT THIS HAD 'HAPPENED, THE WHOLE THING 
SEEMED UNREAL— UNBELIEVABLE. A FEW HOURS EARLIER, I HAD BREAKFAST 
WITH JOHN KENNEDY; HE WAS ALIVE, STRONG, VIGOROUS. I COULD NOT BELIEVE 
NOW THAT HE WAS DEAD, I WAS SHOCKED AND SICKENED.' 
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WHEN MR. O'DONNELL TOLD US TO GET ON THE PLANE AND GO BACK TO 
WASHINGTON, I ASKED ABOUT MRS, KENNEDY, O'DONNELL TOLD ME THAT MRS. 
KENNEDY WOULD NOT LEAVE THE HOSPITAL WITHOUT THE PRESIDENT'S BODY, 

«4D URGED AGAIN THAT WE GO AHEAD AND AND TAKE AIR FORCE I AND RETURN 
TO WASHINGTON, 

I DID NOT WANT TO GO AND LEAVE MRS. KENNEDY IN THIS SITUATION. I 
SAID SO, BUT I AGREED THAT WE WOULD BOARD THE AIRPLANE AND WAIT UNTIL 
ms. KENNEDY AND THE PRESIDENT'S BODY WERE BROUGHT ABOARD THE PLANE, 

IT IS, OF COURSE, DIFFICULT TO CONVEY AN ACCURATE IMPRESSION OF THE 
PERIOD or TIME THAT WE WERE IN THE HOSPITAL ROOM, WE WERE ALL 


STUNNED, I SUPPOSE WE WERE IN A STATE OF SHOCK A'ND THERE WAS NO TINE 
FOR THE SHOCK TO WEAR OFF SUFFICIENTLY SO THAT THE MAGNITUDE OF OUR 
PERSONAL LOSS OF THIS GREAT MAN AND GOOD FRIEND COULD EXPRESS ITSELF 
IN WORDS OR IN SURFACE FEELINGS. , 

I SUPPOSE, ACTUALLY, THAT THE, ONLY OUTLET FOR THE GRIEF THAT SHOCK 
HAD SUBMERGED WAS OUR SHARP, PAINFUL, AND BITTER CONCERN AND SOLI- 
CITUDE FOR MRS. KENNEDY. 

DESPITE MY AWARENESS OF THE REASONS FOE MR, O’DONNELL »S INSISTENCE-- 
WHICH I THINK HE WAS JOINED BY ONE OR MORE OF 'THE SECRET SERVICE ' ' 
AGENTS— THAT WE BOARD THE AIRPLANE, LEAVE DALLAS, AND GO TO WASHINGTON 
WITHOUT DELAY, I WAS DETERMINED THAT WE WOULD NOT RETURN UNTIL J'IRS, 
KENNEDY WAS READY, AND THAT WE WOULD CARRY THE PRESIDENT’S BODY BACK 
WITH US IF SHE WANTED. ' . 

WE LEFT THE ROOM AND WERE USHERED BY A CORDON OF AGENTS TO CARS 
WHICH WERE AWAITING US. AT AGENT YOUNGBLOOD’S INSISTENCE, I ENTERED 
CNE CAR AND MRS. JOHNSON ANOTHER. AGENT YOUNGBLOOD AND I WERE SITTING 
IN THE BACK SEAT AND CONGRESSMAN THOHNBERRY WAS IN THE FRONT SEAT, 
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“AS WE STARTED AWAY FROM THE HOSPITAL, CONGRESSMAN ALBERT THOMAS 
CAME UP TO THE CAR, HE SAW CONGRESSMAN THORNBERRY— I DON’T THINK HE 
SAW ME— AND HE ASKED THE CONGRESSMAN TO WAIT FOR HIM, AT 'MY DIRECTION, 
THE CAR STOPPED AND PICKED KIM UP AND HE SAT IN THE FRONT SEAT WITH 
CONGRESSMAN THORNBERRY. I AM SURE THIS DIDN’T TAKE AS MUCH AS A 
MINUTE. CONGRESSMAN THORNBERRY THEN CLIMBED OVER AND GOT INTO THE BACK 
SEAT WITH US . 

WHEN WE GOT TO THE AIRPORT, WE PROCEEDED TO DRIVE TO THE RAMP 
LEADING INTO THE PLANE, AND WE ENTERED THE PLANE. 

WE WERE USHERED INTO THE PRIVATE QUARTERS OF THE PRESIDENT’S PLANE. 
IT DIDN’T SEEM RIGHT FOR JOHN KENNEDY NOT TO BE THERE, I TOLD SOMEONE 
IHAT WE PREFERRED FOR . KENNEDY TO USE THESE QUARTERS.. 

SHORTLY AFTER WE BOARDED THE PLANE, I CALLED ROBERT KENNEDY, THE 
PRESIDENT’S BROTHER AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. I KNEW HOW GRIEF - 
STRICKEN HE WAS, AND I WANTED TO SAY SOMETHING THAT WOULD COMFORT HIM, 
DESPITE HIS SHOCK, HE DISCUSSED THE PRACTICAL PROBLEMS AT HAND- 
PROBLEMS OF SPECIAL URGENCY BECAUSE WE DID NOT AT THAT TIME HAVE ANY 
INFORMATION AS TO THE MOTIVATION OF THE ASSASSINATION OR ITS POSSIBLE 
IMPLICATIONS. THE ATTORNEY GENERAL SAID THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO LOOK 
INTO THE MATTER OF WHETHER THE OATH OF OFFICE AS PRESIDENT SHOULD BE, 
ADMINISTERED TO ME IMMEDIATELY OR AFTER WE RETURNED TO WASHINGTON, AND 
THAT HE WOULD CALL BACK, 
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I THEREAFTER TALKED WITH MCGEORGE BUNDY AND WALTER JENKINS, BOTH OF 
WHOM URGED THAT THE RETURN TO WASHINGTON SHOULD NOT BE DELAYED. I TOLD 
THEM I WAS WAITING FOR MRS. KENNEDY AND FOR. THE PRESIDENT'S BODY TO 
BE PLACED ON THE PLANE, AND WOULD NOT RETURN PRIOR TO THAT TIME. 

AS I REMEMBER, OUR CONVERSATION WAS INTERRUPTED TO ALLOW THE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL TO COME BACK ON THE LINE. HE SAID THAT THE OATH 
SHOULD BE ADMINISTERED TO ME IMMEDIATELY, BEFORE TAKING OFF FOR 
WASHINGTON, AND THAT IT SHOULD BE ADMINISTERED BY A JUDICIAL OFFICER 
CF THE UNITED STATES. SHORTLY THEREAFTER, THE DEPUTY ATTORNEY 
GENERAL, MR. KAT2ENBACH, DICTATED THE FORM OF OATH TO ONE OF THE 
SECRETARIES ABOARD THE PLANE. ^ ' / . 


I THOUGHT OF Sj^AH HUGHES, AN OLD FHIEND WHO IS JUDGE OF THE U*S. 
DISTRICT COURT Ilf DALLAS, WE TELEPHONED JUDGE HUGHES* OFFICE. SHE 
WAS NOT THERE, BUT SHE RETURNED THE CALL IN A FEW MINUTES AND SAID 
SHE WOULD BE AT THE AIRPLANE IN 10 MINUTES. I ASKED THAT ARRANGE- 
MENTS BE MADE TO PERMIT HER TO HA7E ACCESS TO THE AIRPLANE. 

A FEW MINUTES LATER MRS. KENNEDY AND THE PRESIDENT'S COFFIN 
ffiRIVED. MRS. JOHNSON AND”! SPOKE TO HER. WE TRIED TO C0J1F0RT HER, 
BUT OUR WORDS SEEMED INADEOUATE. SHE WENT INTO THE PRIVATE QUARTERS 
CF THE PLANE. I ESTIMATE THAT MRS. KENNEDY AND THE COFFIN ARRIVED 
ABOUT A HALF HOUR AFTER WE ENTERED THE .PLANE— JUST AFTER 2 0*CL0CK, 
ABOUT A HALF HOUR LATER, I ASKED SOMEONE TO FIND OUT IF MRS, 
KENNEDY WOULD STAND WITH US DURING THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE OATH, 
ms* JOHNSON WENT BACK TO BE WITH HER, MRS. KENNEDY CAME AND STOOD 
WITH US DURING THE MOMENTS THAT THE OATH WAS BEING ADMINISTERED, 
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I SHALL NEVER FORGET HER BRAVERY, NOBILITY, AND DIGNITY. 

I*M TOLD THAT THE OATH WAS ADMINISTERED AT 2t40 P.M. MRS. 

JOHNSON AND MRS . KENNEDY WERE AT MY SIDE AS JUDGE^HUGHES ADMINISTERED 
THE OATH OF OFFICE,’ 

THE PLANE TOOK OFF PROMPTLY AFTER THE SWEARING-IN’CEREMONIES . I 
THEN CALLED PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S MOTHER, MRS. ROSE' KENNEDY. SHE HAD 
DEVIOUSLY BEEN ADVISED OF THE ASSASSINATION. I TOLD HER 'OF OUR 
GRIEF AND OF OUR SORROW FOR HER. I GAVE THE TELEPHONE TO MRS , 
JOHNSON, WHO ALSO TRIED TO BRING A WORD OF COMFORT TO THE PRESIDENT’S 
M3THER. I THEN CALLED NELLIE CONNALLY, THE GOVERNOR’S WIFE, AND 
TOLD HER OF OUR CONCERN FOR HER AND JOHN, AND TRIED TO GIVE HER SOME 
COMFORT. , 

I THEN ASKED GENERAL CLIFTON, THE MILITARY AIDE TO THE PRESIDENT, 
10 CALL MGGEORGE BUNDY IN WASHINGTON TO INSTRUCT HIM TO ASK THE 
CABINET MEMBERS WHO WERE ON THEIR WAY TO JAPAN TO RETURN IMMEDIATELY, 

WHEN WE LANDED AT THE ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE, I MADE A SHORT 
STATEMENT FOR THE PRESS, RADIO, AND TELEVISION. IN I-IY HEART, I ASKED 
FOR GOD’S HELP THAT I SHOULD NOT PROVE UNWORTHY OF THE RESPONSIBILITY 
WHICH FATE HAD THRUST UPON ME, 

LYNDON B. JOHNSON. 

(END TEXT) 
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